
 

 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

 

VSA Trustees Meeting 

February 7, 2020 

Conference Call 

 

President Jeanné Collins called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM and authorized Jeff Francis to 

facilitate it from the VSA office. 

 

Present: Jeanné Collins, David Younce, Peter Burrows, Kevin Dirth, Emily Knisely, Zach 

McLaughlin, Brigid Nease, Elaine Pinckney (exiting at 11:00), Jackie Wilson 

Admin: Jeff Francis, Chelsea Myers 

 

 

ACTION: Consent agenda approved on motion by David Younce and seconded by Peter 

Burrows. Emilie Knisely abstained. 

 

ACTION:  Motion by David Younce to approve VSA Statement of Proficiency-Based 

Learning as revised and seconded by Elaine Pinckney was passed unanimously. 

 

Executive DIrector’s Report: 

- Jeff shared information on AASA Governing Board Election. Materials will be sent to 

entire VSA membership today. 

- Secretary French Policy Coherence Meeting - As result of meeting with 2 Prospect St. 

association executives, leaders of associations will meet with Sec’y French on Feb. 25 to 

discuss this coherence initiative. 

- Facilities Managers’ Pilot has been successful. Many districts participating in 

professional development and meetings. 

- All Members Meeting March agenda is built to include both business meeting items,  

team-building activities, and problems of practice (in a Case Study format) 

- Member Inquiries - Jeff shared concerns/challenges expressed by superintendents: 

- Driver Education inequity of opportunity, difficulty of finding teachers, no 

programs in Vermont to train teachers, tangled certification process. 

- Continuous Improvement Plan process continues to be challenging: lack of 

communication, lack of consideration for the field’s capacity to respond to 

additional requirements. The timeline for completion is unrealistic. 

- Equalized Pupil Numbers continue to be problematic. Consequence of some 

districts not meeting deadline to provide required data falls on districts who did 

provide the numbers. 

- Jeff shared current superintendent transition information. Discussion followed around 

supports provided for new superintendents including Superintendents Academy, St. 

Michael’s cohort group,  VSA New Superintendent Orientation and mentoring 

 

Legislative Review 

- Act 166 improvements draft bill informed by issues from the 4 major associations, but 

there inducing improvement and change will be challenging. 

- Weighting Study - has not gained public prominence yet, but certainly will. We are 

encouraged to refresh our reading and understanding of the study now in preparation for 

later. Jeff is learning about advocacy efforts from superintendents. 



- School Construction Aid - Kate Webb wants to get started on it and understands the 

issues. Jeff and Dave Epstein testify in House Ed this week. Jeff will be alerting 

superintendents who may want to testify on the topic. 

- Literacy - several bills have been introduced, some specific to dyslexia and some 

specific to prescribed programming. Efforts by VSA are to tie this into the lens of Act 173 

and channel resources into districts. One bill under discussion would provide grants to 

regional groups to do this work based on shared regional needs under Act 173. 

- PBL - SBE - The State Board of Education held a day long meeting on PBL, the intent of 

which was to inform the legislature and the expectation was that the legislature would 

accept a report from the State Board. Now it looks like the Senate Education Committee 

will spend a week on the topic.  Jeff will seek several  superintendents to testify next 

week on the topic when needed, but timing is poor related to VTCLA PBL event on 

Tuesday, February 11. 

- SBE - The Senate Education Committee is working on legislation related to the future 

role of the State Board of Education. we continue to monitor and maintain an interest 

- Labor Bills - 3 bills signal leanings of the Legislature. One modifies the construct for 

statewide bargaining over healthcare. One addresses collective bargaining rights of 

teachers providing rights to teachers to break contracts in order to pursue other 

employment, while still binding the district to that same contract and one would address 

the Janus Decision by making employers responsible for providing contact information to 

unions. 

- Bill proposing  free lunch for all students has a $50M price tag on it. To be continued. 

- The House Health and Human Service Committee is taking up H. 609, which is related 

to school districts providing contraceptives and various health/sex education related 

topics.  

 

The Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

 

Elaine Pinckney/David Younce - recorders 


